By che King. 


A Proclamation for reformation ofthe many abuſes 
committed againſt the Corporation of Gardners. 


Hereas Our late Royall Father King « = s, of bleſſed memoꝛp, in 
the third yeere of His Reigne, did by his Letters Patents Incoꝛpo⸗ 
rate the Gardners of London, and ſuch of that Art, Trade, oꝛ Myſterie, 
as inhabited Within London and fire miles tompaſſe thereof, into a 
Body Politique, with diuers Liberties and Pziuiledges in the ſame 
Charter coucained; and in further enlargement thereof in the foure- 
teenth yecre of His Reigne, did by a ſecond Gꝛant ſtraightly pꝛohibite 
any perſon to vle the lame Art oꝛ Science, vnleſſe he had ſerued as an 
Appꝛentice thereunto by the ſpate of ſeuen yeeres, and beene admitted 
into the laid Company; thereby commanding the ſaid Company to 

make duc Searches toz pꝛeuenting the lale of dead vnwholeſome and 

toꝛrupt Plants, Stocks, Trees, Setts, Slipps, Flowers, Rootes, Herbes, and Seedes, and all 
other things belonging to the {aid Trade. and to make awap, burne, cut, and deſtroy the lame, as 
they (ould finde any luch offered ts !ale, u: Market oꝛ other)viſe, 

And further commanding ail Mapoꝛs, Sheriffes, Juſtites of Peace, and other Officers with⸗ 
in the ſard ompalle, to be atding and all ſting vnto thin, by vertue whereof, feꝛtheir mort oꝛder⸗ 
Ip goutrumnem, ſlundzp Lawes and Ddiaautes haue beenc conceiued among? ibem,ot and nciel- 
larpto betrecuted and oblerued: And the laine were appꝛooued of by the thin Loꝛo Chauccllo: 
of England, P.020 Trealurer, and Lo2d Chicke Juſtite, which Trade is found to bee very benc- 
fictall to the Common- wealth, both fs2 the goodneſle of the Commodities which induſtrious 
Artiſts in that Myſterie daily raiſe , foꝛ the tmployinent of very many of the pooꝛer ſoꝛt, and fo: 
the trayning vp of diuers young mentherein. Howbeit of late diuers perſons, whereof many 
neuer lerued as Appꝛentiſes in the laid Trade,no2 haue beene adnntted into the ſaid Societie, doe 
vle the ſame, to the vndoing of ſuch of Our louing Subiects as haue duelyſerued therein as Ap⸗ 
pꝛentiles, and to the great diltouragement and ruine of many Freemen ok the ſaid Soctctie. 

And moꝛeouer ſome of the laid Company are become contemptuous, refuſing to oblerue thoſe 
things that condute to their publike welfare. And others, as Wee are infozmed, haue Commen⸗ 
ted, and thꝛeatned to Commence diuers Suites, againſtthe laid Tompanp, and the Gouernours 
and Officers thereof, foꝛ executing their ſaid Oꝛdinantes, and ſearching foz, taking away, tuttung, 
burning, and deſtroying, of dead, coꝛrupt, vnwholeſome, and bad Plants, Stocks, Trees, Setts, 
Slipps, Flowers, Rootes, Herbes, and Seedes, offered to be ſold as atoꝛeſaid, and puniſhment 
of the Offenders Sellers, and Uenders thereof, to the great expentes, and diſcouragement ofthe 
ſaid Company, in the execution of the ſeuerall Powers and Authozities in the ſaid Charter ex⸗ 
pꝛeſled, by meanes whereof, many vnwholeſome and cozrupt Plants, Stocks, Trees, Detts, 
Dlipps, Flowers, Rootes, Herbes, and Seedes, are daily put to ſale and vented, to the great de⸗ 
teit and abuſe of Our people. And like wile the ingroſling of the Commodities belonging to the 
Art of Gardning, and buying of whole Croppes vpon the ground is growne frequent, whereby 
the Pꝛiʒes of the ſaid Commodities are greatly enhanſed, and the labour of the Artiſt is thereby 
biiderualued, to the great pzetudice of Our louing Subiects in generall. 


We therefoze, at the humble petition of the Maſter, Wardens, and company of that Soctetie, 
taking the ſame gricuances into Our Royall conſideration; doe hereby ſtraitly charge and com- 
mand, that no perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoeuer, Whether Dentzon oꝛ Stranger, not hauing ſerned 
as Appzentile oꝛ Appꝛentiles, to a F2ceman of the ſaid Company, bythe ſpace of ſeuen yeares,and 
not hauing beene by thein admitted into their Doctette, do hencefozth pzeſume to take vpon him 
oꝛ them, the Art 02 Science of Gardening, oꝛ doe vſe oꝛ exerciſe, directly oꝛ indirectly,any thing to 
the ſame belonging 02 appertatumg, within the limits and compaſle afoꝛeſaid, befoze he haue ſo 
ſerued, and beene by them admitted, further then foz the neceſſary occaſion of his oz their owne 
families: And that no perſon oz perſons Hencefo2th pꝛelunie to offer any diſcouragement.o2 op⸗ 
poſition to the ſaid Company, foz ſearch by them duely made, oz foz taking away, cutting, bur⸗ 
ning, 02 deſtroying of any dead, co:rupt, vaWholeſome and bad Plants, Stocks, Trees, Setts, 
Slipps, Flowers, Roots, Herbs, and Seeds of what ſo2t loeuer they be, accoꝛding to the tenour 
of the ſaid Letters Patents: noꝛ that any perſon o2 perſons whatſoeuer, hereafter ingroſſe the 
ſaid Commodities, by buying Cropps vpon the ground. oꝛ otherWile pzeſume toſell oz put toſale 
any ſuch bad and vnwholeſome Plants, Trees, Stocks, oz other things afozeſatd,deceirfully to 
any of Dur louing Subiects, vpon paine of Our indignation, and of luch further puniſhments 
— by the Lawes of Our Realme, oꝛ Pꝛerogatiue Royall, can oz map be inflicted vpon the 
offenders. 

Aud we doe hereby further eniopne all and euery Freeman of the ſaid Socictie, reſpectinely 
and diligently to perfoꝛme and obſerue, all and enery the Gꝛants, and pꝛoviſions in the ſaid ſeue⸗ 
call Letters Patents coutemed 2 And all other loch la wfull Conſtitutions and D:dinances, as 
haue oꝛ ſhall be made by the Maſter, Wardens, and others of the ſaid Company, foꝛ the better go- 
uernment and regulating thereok. 

And like wile We do hereby require and tommand the Maſter and wardens of the ſame Com- 
pany foꝛ the time being, that ſtich of their Appꝛeutiles as haue duely ſerued out their ſeuen yeares 
App2entiſhip, and will be goucrned by their Lawes and D2dinances, that they, foz their better 
encouragement, be made free ofthe lame. 

And to the end that the laid Doctetie may the better vend the Commodittes appertaining to 
their pꝛofeſſion, whilſt they are liuing, frech, good, and wholeſome, and in their pzime, to their beſt 
aduantage, and Our Subiects good: Our will and pleaſure is, that they ſhall, and may from 
time to time, ſell the ſame in any of Our Markets, without the diſturbance oꝛ moleſtationof any 
of Dur Subtects whomſoeuer, as the ſeaſons foz the ſaid Commodities ſhall require. 

And laſtly, we doe hereby ſtraitly require and command, the Lo2d Maioꝛ of Our Citie of 
London foz the time being, Dar Juſtices of peace, and chiefe Officers of the ſame Citie, and like⸗ 
wile Our Juſtices of Our peace of Dur Counties of Middleſex, Surrey, Kent and Eſſex, and all other 
Our louing Subiects within the compaſle afoꝛeſaid, to be aiding, helping, and aſſiſting to the ſaid 
Maſter, Wardens, and Company in all things, accozding to the tenour of the ſaid Letters Paz 
tents, aud of Our will and pleaſure herein declared, as they tender Our diſpleaſure, and Will 
auoid the penalty of their contempts. 


Giuen at Our Court at Whitehall, this third day of December, in the tenth yeere 
of Our Reigne. 
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s * God ſaue the King. 
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